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Applicants wish to bring to the attention of the Patent 
Examiner the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-144 9 and 
attached thereto. 



Since it is believed that copies of the references in the 
International Search Report (enclosed) were submitted by the 
International Office, no copies are enclosed. 

The enclosed reference, WO 98/26948, was cited in the German 
Office Action. 
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Search Report. DE196 29 582 was cited in the Specification, the 
German Office Action and in the International Search Report. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
prior to a first Office Action, it is believed that no fee is 
due. However, if it is determined that a fee is due, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge, or to credit any 
over payment, to our Deposit Account Number 03-2468. 

It is respectfully requested that this Information 
Disclosure Statement be considered' and placed into the 
application file. 
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